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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 065348 

FOR CHARGE MIKLOS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IR, SA, RH 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN INTEREST RE: RHODESIA 
REF: TEHRAN 2493; B) TEHRAN 2494 (NOTALS) 

1 . BRITISH HAVE INFORMED US THAT FONMIN KHALATBARY MADE 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME PITCH CONCERNING RHODESIA (REFTEL 
A) TO THEIR AMBASSADOR IN TEHRAN, THOUGH, IN RESPONSE TO 
LATTER'S QUESTIONING, FONMIN REPORTEDLY RECOGNIZED THAT 
ALL NATIONALIST LEADERS, NOT JUST MUZOREWA, WOULD HAVE 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SETTLEMENT PROCESS. 

2. DEPT ENCOURAGED BY IRAN'S INTEREST IN RHODESIAN 
DEVELOPMENTS, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF OUR REQUEST THAT 
IRAN PARTICIPATE IN AN INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM OF ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE (THE ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND) ONCE RHODESIA 
ATTAINS MAJORITY RULE AND INDEPENDENCE. 
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3. AT YOUR MEETING WITH GENERAL BROWN AND THE SHAH YOU 
MIGHT WISH TO DRAW UPON THE FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS 
CONCERNING RHODESIA: 

- WE WELCOME THE INDICATION THAT IRAN SHARES WITH US 

AND THE WEST THE DESIRE FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE 
RHODESIAN PROBLEM, AND HOPE THAT WE MAY CONTINUE TO 
CONSULT ON THIS MATTER. 

- WE ARE AWARE OF IAN SMITH'S SUGGESTION THAT THERE BE 
A REFERENDUM IN RHODESIA TO SELECT A BLACK LEADER WHO 
WOULD THEN BE ABLE TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH HIM. 
WE ARE ALSO AWARE THAT OFFICIALS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENT SEE POSITIVE ELEMENTS IN THIS APPROACH. 

- WE ARE INTERESTED IN EXPLORING AVENUES WHICH WILL 
LEAD TO A SETTLEMENT. HOWEVER A SETTLEMENT IN OUR 
JUDGMENT MUST PROVIDE FOR A, RAPID TRANSITION TO MAJORITY 
RULE AND INDEPENDENCE, AND AN END TO THE VIOLENCE IN 
RHODESIA. IN OUR BELIEF THIS CAN ONLY OCCUR IF ALL OF 

THE NATIONALIST LEADERS ARE INVOLVED IN THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS. ANY PROCESS WHICH LEAVES OUT LEADING NATIONAL- 
IST GROUPS WILL NOT LEAD TO AN END TO THE WAR. 

- WE MAINTAIN OUR ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN THE SEARCH FOR 
A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, AND LOOK FORWARD TO UK FOREIGN 
SECRETARY OWEN'S TRIP TO SOUTHERN AFRICA AS AN IMPORTANT 
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ELEMENT IN THIS PROCESS. 
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